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Our Man in Guatemala 


I T TURNS OUT that a CIA agent, American- 
trained Col. Julio Roberto Alpirez, directed 
the Guatemalan army’s murder of both an 
American expatriate and a Guatemalan Mayan guer- 
rilla leader with an American wife. Expatriate Mi- 
chael DeVine was killed in 1990, apparently by 
- officers who suspected him of passing information on 
- their drug trafficking, or something. The guerrilla, 
Efrain Bamaca Velasquez, captured in battle, was 
; tortured and killed in 1992. The CIA, learning of 
, these atrocities, contained and covered up the rele- 
vant information, ostensibly to protect “sources and 
- methods.” Officials at the State Department and 
: National Security Council kept the full story from the 
American wife. Word finally got out only as a result 
' of disclosures by Rep. Robert Torricelli. 

* & defies credulity that, at this late date in the 

United States’s Central American involvement, the 
CIA could still be recruiting killers of the sort’ that 
r have made Guatemala’s the region’s bloodiest army. 

; To hire an informant is one thing. To condone his 
criminality, by doing nothing to bring him to justice 
after two murders, is to lend official American 
approval — on the level where it counts most — to the 
Guatemalan military’s c riminal habit. 


The DeVine and Bamaca deaths are two among 
150,000 or more in a dirty war that the United 
States helped along mightily by conspiring to oust 
the elected leftist leader in 1954. But the two deaths 
are distinctive in that, as now we know, the United 
States has an unusual amount of hard information 
about them. The facts need to be brought out into 
the open. The American officials who covered up, 
and especially those who lied to the guerrilla’s 
widow, Jennifer Harbury, should be held to account. 
The several reviews of the CIA already underway 
need to zero in on Col. Alpirez’s operations and 
figure out how to ensure nothing like that will 
happen again. 

The revelations of a CIA hand also malm it 
necessary now to move these two cases to the 
center of relations between Guatemala and the 
United States. Let justice be done to Col. Alpirez and 
his henchmen. It would mark a revolution in Guate- 
mala if the military were no longer held immune to 
the consequences of its criminality. It is exactly the 
kind of revolution Guatemala needs to malm its frail 
but promising United Nations-sponsored peace pro- 
cess move ahead. 



